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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whānau,

I remember the day I �rst made the decision to become a teacher. I was
16 years old and an elder in the church back in my home-town of Kaiapoi
(near Christchurch) was praying for me after I had gone up to the front
following a morning service. As he prayed for me, he spoke these words
over me that I have never forgotten: “I believe God is saying to you that
you will become a teacher of teachers”. That message really resonated
somewhere inside my teenage brain. Unfortunately, it took a few twists
and turns for me to get there. As many of you know, I spent a number of
years in the IT industry designing large scale computer networks before
realising that what I really loved was people and dealing with inanimate
machines was just doing my head in! When I indicated a shift towards
teaching, another person I respected spouted that old saying about teachers: “Well, those who can
do… and those who can’t… Teach!” It has taken me a few years to see the error in that statement but at
the time it left me feeling that my intended career shift was because I was useless at doing a real job in
the real world - and that teaching was somehow a second-rate profession for people who were no-
hopers. I have come to realise that this statement should really read: “Those who can, Teach. Those
who can’t, choose to do something else!” This week on Thursday I stood alongside hundreds of my
colleagues here in Palmerston North from Kindergartens, Primary Schools, Secondary Schools and
Area Schools like ours, as we took collective strike action to ensure that Teaching does not become a
second-rate profession. Thank you for your support of this day. I recognise that many of you were put
out by having to take annual leave or make other arrangements to care for your children. Here at
Cornerstone our teachers are the ‘salt of the earth’ and we are blessed to have an absolutely top-notch
bunch of teachers from year 1 through to year 13! I am grateful daily that I get to come to school to
work alongside a group of incredible people who without exception have a heart for children – to see
them grow up to all that they can be before God.
God bless,

Chris Mitchell
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Principal
Email: principal@cornerstone.ac.nz

SCHOOL NOTICES

Relief Teachers Wanted
We are currently seeking to boost our Relief Teacher numbers across all
year levels of the school. If you are a trained teacher, or know a teacher
looking to pick up some relief hours, please head to our website for more
details: Staff Vacancies - Cornerstone Christian School

Preschool Teacher Vacancy
Cornerstone Christian Preschool has a vacancy for an early childhood
trained, NZ registered/certi�cated ECE teacher with a heart for Christian
education and a passion for working with 3-5 year olds to join their
teaching team. The position is currently for up to 24.25 hours per week
(fewer hours negotiable), term-time only plus teacher-only days. To learn
more, please see Preschool - Cornerstone Christian School

Primary Student of the Week Certificates
Congratulations to the following students who received the Student of
the Week Certi�cate.

Tumanako
C1: Isabelle and Matthias
C2: Sarai and Ryder
C4: Isabella and Cody
C6: Olivia T and Yulia

Primary Cornerstone Awards
Congratulations to the following students who were awarded a
Cornerstone Award this week.

Aroha
A2: Enoch and Brooklyn
A3: Luna, Aiden M and Steven
A4: Janice, Carike and Noah H
A5: Ava, Deborah and Harrison
D1: Chloe, Blair and Josiah

Manahau
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D2: Levi, Hector and Clarissa
D3: JT, Naomi and Joel
D5: Brooklyn, Lucy and Diederick
D6: Janine and Elijah

Tumanako
C1: Abigail and Shekinah
C2: James and Madison
C4: Ayleen and Matthew
C6: Emily and Avei

Juicies for Sale - Final Day!
Final Day Friday 24th March

Thank you to all parents who have bought their child Juicies on Fridays.
Our �nal day for Juicies is Friday 24th March.
Juicies are $2.50 each, our preferred method is to preorder via MyKindo,
please no cash on Friday for Aroha students.

Aroha team can collect their Juicies from the table outside A block
Rest of Primary from the table outside C block
Secondary from table outside G block

Please pre-order on MyKindo by 8pm on Thursday or bring cash on Friday.

A big big thank you to our small group of parents and grandparents (Dalena, Katie, Pam and Owen)
who have kindly given their time on Friday to issue your child with their treat. Without their support
Friday Juicies would not be able to run.

EPIC Music Catch up Lessons
Friday 24th March

EPIC will catch up lessons missed on Thursday due to the strike on
Friday 24th March.

Cornerstone Gala
Saturday 25th March
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Primary Cross Country
Wednesday 29th March





Kiwi Competitions 2023
Closing Wednesday 10th May

All money (via MyKindo) and permission forms need to be in by Wednesday 10th May – there is no
allowance for late entries.
Year 1-6 student forms available from classroom teachers and Year 7-10 student forms available from
the o�ce.



Breakfast Club - Secondary Year 7-13
Monday - Friday Mornings - L2

Breakfast Club will run every day from 8:15am to 8:45am in L2 for
Secondary students (year 7-13).
There will be Weetbix, milk, toast, spreads and a drink of hot chocolate
available.

Breakfast Club - Primary Year 1-6
Friday Mornings - C5

There will be a regular Breakfast Club for Primary students (year 1-6)
available on Friday mornings from 8:15am - 8:45am in C5.
Friday is the only day that students are able to be at school before
8:30am.

Prayer Group
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Monday Mornings

Parents and whānau are warmly invited to join our prayer group. This
group meets between 9:00am and 9:30am on Monday mornings to lift
the school and community before the Lord in prayer. Please join us in the
Meeting Room off the main o�ce reception area.

Scholastic Book Club #2
The second Scholastic Book Club brochure for the year is available now
and can be viewed online at:
https://www.scholastic.co.nz/parents/lucky-book-club/ Orders must be
placed online in their Loop system and orders must be placed by the end of week 8 to get free
delivery to school. Any questions? See Mrs Sutherland in D3 or email janes@cornerstone.ac.nz Thank
you!

Student Arrival Time Before School
Students are not to arrive or be dropped off at school before 8:30am as
teachers are not available for supervision before this time.

Friday is the only day that Primary students are able to be at school
before 8:30am to attend Breakfast Club in C5.

Tra�c Management Guidelines
Please take note of our tra�c management guidelines below which operates at peak tra�c times
before school between 8:30am and 9:00am and after school between 2:50pm and 3:20pm. For the
safety of our students and families please abide by these guidelines.

https://www.scholastic.co.nz/parents/lucky-book-club/
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Preferred Payment Method
Our preferred method of payment is EFTPOS or online payments. Our
account details are:
Cornerstone Christian School Account: 02-0727-0154852-00 (PLEASE
DO NOT USE THIS ACCOUNT FOR ATTENDANCE DUES)

We can only accept cash if it is the exact amount of your payment. We
are unable to give change as we no longer hold a cash �oat.

Please Support Our Valued Sponsors
Please support Streetwise Coffee and Mouthwater Coffee Company, valued sponsors of Cornerstone’s
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L) programme!
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SPORTS NOTICES

Winter Sports on MyKindo NOW
All winter sports options are now available on MYKINDO - register and
pay NOW.

Summer Sports Uniforms Returned
As your child �nishes their summer sport, all issued sports uniforms
need to be returned to the box in the foyer of the gym, washed and in a
named bag please.
These uniforms do NOT get returned to the main o�ce or the classroom
teacher.
Thank you for your promptness with getting these back, ready for
reissue for winter sports.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Weetbix Tryathlon - Tuesday 21st March
Yr 7&8 Elite Sports Volleyball - Thursday 23rd March
School Gala - Saturday 25th March - 10:00am - 2:00pm
Student ID Photo Catch-up - Monday 27th March
Secondary Summer Sports Week - Monday 27th March - Thursday 30th March
BOT Meeting - Monday 27th March - 6:30pm
Yr 1-6 Cross Country - Wednesday 29th March
Teacher Only Day - School Closed - Friday 31st March

https://s.smore.com/u/17db/410a02086711546e6e699c4409f5910d.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/5924/99d1015e692db83e4c5eae296d484269.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/0818/6b7bb9ef3472971c19a2fcd44ed1c6ba.jpeg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/c869/e7fddacd2d1c0396603dfd9eb5cd225a.jpeg


2023 TERM DATES

COMMUNITY NOTICES

After School Kids (ASK)
After School Kids (ASK) is a MSD approved OSCAR (Out of School Care
and Recreation) programme for children aged from 5-13 years.
We provide a safe & stimulating programme in a homely and caring
environment and cater for individual interests and needs where possible.
The relaxed, homely environment of ASK encourages good behaviour, values, manners and facilitates
learning and fun.

NCEA Performance Evening - Tuesday 4th April
Inter-Tribe Summer Games (Tribe Mufti Day) - Thursday 6th April
Last Day of Term 1 - Thursday 6th April
Good Friday - School Closed - Friday 7th April
First Day of Term 2 - Wednesday 26th April

Term 1: Monday 30th January - Thursday 6th April
Term 2: Wednesday 26th April - Friday 30th June
Term 3: Monday 17th July - Friday 22nd September
Term 4: Monday 9th October - Thursday 14th December

Teacher Only Days - School Closed
Friday 31st March
Friday 2nd June
Friday 30th June
Monday 28th August (TBC)

Translate the School Newsletter to your
own Language via School App
If English is not your �rst language, you can now translate our
school newsletter to your own language:

1. Go into the School App (if you don't have this, please see the
bottom of this newsletter for further instructions).

2. Click on newsletters.
3. Click on the newsletter you would like to view.
4. Click on the person icon on the bottom right.
5. Click on translate newsletter.
�. Click on the down arrow and select the language you would like

it translated to.
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If you are wanting after school care for your children please contact Christina on
christina@afterschoolkids.co.nz or phone 021 357 864.

Reading Unleashed @ Roslyn Library

LibLab Afterschool Sessions Term 1 at Central Library
2nd March - 6th April

mailto:christina@afterschoolkids.co.nz


Excellence 2023 Visual Art Exhibition
25th March - 16th July



Hockey Manawatu April School Holiday
Programme
The registration link for our April 2023 school holiday programme is now
active and ready for registrations.
Programme designed for Young Players who are Year 3 - Year 8
DATES:
Thursday 13th and Friday 14th of April 2023
Thursday 20th and Friday 21st of April 2023
COSTS:
1- day $75
2 -days $125
4- days $205
* please note that a transaction fee will be processed and added at checkout*
SESSION TIME:
8:00am - 4:00pm
VENUE:
HMI Twin Turfs 6A Manawaroa Street, Palmerston North
Link to register: https://www.sporty.co.nz/hockeymanawatu/programmes-2/2023-holiday-
programmes?em=0&ts=0.7877154208379251

Hurry Spaces are limited!!!!
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Netball Manawatu April School Holiday Programme
April Holiday Programme - Year 1 – 6
Looking for something for the kids to do this holiday? Check out Netball Manawatu’s 3-Day 'Active
April' Holiday Programme packed with fun and exciting netball activities!

Each day will have a main focus and also include lots of Game Play and a SWIM! There will be many
opportunities for everyone to continue to develop and grow their netball skills all while having FUN!
There are LIMITED spaces available! So be sure to register ASAP
To register or for more information, click on the link below!
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/232467
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact rebecca@netballmanawatu.org.nz
#netballmanawatu #schoolholidays #activeapril #holidayfun
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True Hoops Easter Camp

True Hoops Littles Camp
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